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ondsection, Glorla Hernandez telly
FAL“LAT]TUDES ber own story to. the police, begu;}.
Oyt XM Deaopr vy L-——-!‘""!gl ning with her marriage at 15 to Mi-
ki =~ guel, their illegal immigradon 10
: the US, motherhood, citizenship,

artin
By Gyde Md no{wmﬂ""dm middlecless security om Flores
Alvespion uvuu on every psg? Street, up to the day she murdered
l 2 n is also, and maybe the gringa who had seduced Miguel
1RAC 1118 23thoF Bravermans with stale idess of revolution. No

fovemost; a poet, Kate
second novel may cause SOm
Legoe even in. those draw

subject and ta iyrical prose.

To convey what it means 19 be 4
woman, Palm Latitudes teils 1n.58pa-
rate sections of three Chicapa
women iving o Los _Anselz
Through a soeam of reminiscenc :
we- (Lrst learn of the life @
Francisca Ramod — bow she start
our a3 & domestic servant becamsé
‘he mistress of & married million-
aire, was. used, abused and dis-

mussed, and id now known ad la
Puta da la Luna, & prosutute at an
ntersecton of Sunset Boulevard.
wating lor customers, she has re
peatedly noticed a woman on 4 pass-
ing by and bat been started by the
rage n-her eyes. This womam, she
feels, 13 8 "walking wound” that
w1l oot {emter quietly but erupt.

fler intmitton iz right. In the sec-

sonte mea'
1o the

one had beleved meek Gloria Her
nandez capable of such passicn, not
even Marta Ortega, the wise woman
of the barrio and by far the most in-
teresiing of Ms. Braverman's women.

Long before Floves Street be
came a street and Los Angeles a me-
tropolis, Marta had “invented fem-
inlsm,” While still in her teeas, she
began to educate herseif by reading
the classics alphabeticallyr Arisic
phanes, Baudelaire, Cervantes to
Zala. This idlosyncratic approach
suggested to her that one cao ex-
ercise freedom of choice within
fixed parameters, a belief that was
confirmed by her gardening: not
everything will -grow just any-
whera, but one still has control
over selection and composition.
And the same seemed to hold true

- of life in general.
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Please vee AN EXPLORATION on Page 9C.
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and repettive, like & drawn-out io-
canistion whose magic {ails after &
few pages. Soon, not only the im-
ages become predictable but also
.certain  juxtapositions: the city

tooE
Contitined from Page 8C.

When her marriage became in.
tolerable, she weeded out the unde-
sired elements — she got a divorce
and broke with the Catholic s
Church. Like Doctor Faustus, Marta V! e Enmgjbhs\:r;“-‘ SP‘;"
bad become convinced thai one - Homh e eBpitles
could control one's destiny if one e u
only knew enough, just as ome could % dangernus simplificadons that
create new orchid species if one 20 easily lead 1a stereotyping. In
Studled genetes -im treatmeant of men, Palm Lati-

But her gra\;e misperception of rudes ls guilty af Just IBat Withbe
Glotia Hernandes forces Marta o exception of a 'homosgxm_couple.
qUeStion Bier powers, She may Bav the men are Euhe'f v1ct;mxz=rs or
bad success with I:;er orch)i’d hy iogeles louLj e ll?‘@ﬁ’“l" o
brids, but looking at her daughters, pees o talerior seqsll?:ht?- i
Angelina and Orchidea, and thes e e
*ndlest marriages di:jo p able, an antack (quite lieraliy) ad -
oot careers,' b kr::is 4 ‘pominem will not do and is likely 10

*  bas done more harm than goodsm dspppaittntloTr Ty
telling them that they were a “nett
species (of woman) to inheri
world.” “rine

Al the end, Marta renounces hef
vainglory and accepts "aceident
and happenstance” ax the prof
forces shaping a woman's life,

Personally, 1 liked Mnr‘tn-
before she changed her philuszen‘{
but ihat's not what tried my pf
tience. To suggest the cycles of ¥
ture. the constant edb and flaey
;:omnn's PArt therein, the o

Rguage i1 dei.verately Th)’tb/

Gyde Martin is a Fort Worth free-
lance reviewer.
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